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MLAC/PLAD under COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
12 June 2020

	
No.
	
Participants 
	
Institutions
	
Email
	
Contact

	1
	DG Ansumana Manneh
	Prison Service
	ayfmanneh@googlemail.com
	9966891

	2
	Mr. Salieu Taal
	GBA
	salieu.taal@gmail.com
	7966396

	3
	Mr. Abdoulie Jobarteh
	CLS
	jobarteh8@yahoo.com
	2346427

	4
	Mr. Tamsir Jallow
	NALA
	sippadam@hotmail.com
	3537195

	5
	Mr. Bakary Camary
	ADRS
	lbcamara06@yahoo.co.uk
	3510075

	6
	Mr. Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	7
	Ms. Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahzada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	8
	Ms. Shella N. Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3353523

	9
	Ms. Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314



Agenda 
1. Updates on the MLAC activities
2. Updates on the PLAD activities 
3. AOB
4. Action Points

1. Updates on the MLAC activities:
As of Friday, 12 June 2020, a total of 5cases were reported from Farafeni, out of which CLS received 3 cases (2 direct calls & 1 referred by the focal point Mr. Sawaneh) and 2 referred to NALA by Mr. Akali. Ms. Ngwa noted that Mr. Camary had stated during a follow up call that he had instructed the ADRS staff in Farafeni to address land related cases. He noted that only cases that cannot be resolved at the local level should be referred to the ADRS HQ. 
The focal points criteria have been drafted by Ms. Ahmad who recommended that the team provide inputs/comments by Tuesday, 16 June 2020 for it to be incorporated and subsequently shared with the focal points.  
Mr. Broggi noted that he had referred the 2 cases reported last week on child maintenance to DSW and is yet to receive feedback. 
2. Updates on the PLAD activities: 
Mr. Jallow noted that NALA is using the Prison Legal Aid Desk though they meet most of the inmates at the High Court. CLS consulted with 9 inmates out of which 4 were from Mile 2, 3 from Jeshwang and 2 from Janjanbureh, noting that the Prison staff have been very cooperative. Mr. Taal stated that Mr. Njie, the GBA Prison focal point, has scheduled consultations with inmates for Monday, June 15, 2000. 
3. AOB

i. Update on the Janjanbureh Prison
Mr. Jobarteh noted that during consultations, the inmates noted having lawyers who failed to appear in court. 1 of the inmates has been on remand since June 24, 2019 for which the inmate claimed his lawyer only appeared in court once and the case has been forgotten. Mr. Jobarteh noted that these offences are bailable, but the inmates cannot be granted bail because their lawyers either fail to appear in court or apply for adjournment. He noted that this was not a fact-finding mission but thought it was necessary to raise during this meeting. Mr. Jallow noted similar issues have been reported by inmates in Mile 2 and Janjanbureh Prisons. Both Mr. Jobarteh and Mr. Jallow recommended that Mr. Taal should take it up with the Bar Association for resolution. Mr. Taal has suggested that the name of the lawyers be provided so he can follow up. Ms. Ahmad suggested NALA and CLS compile the list of inmates with similar complaints and share with Mr. Taal for the matter to be resolve outside the meeting. 
In November 2019, the CLS team comprised of Mr. Jobarteh, Mr. Sheriff Kumba (private practitioner), Mr. Lamin Njie (State Counsel) and Magistrate Isatou Jammeh met with the DG of the Prison Service to discuss overcrowding and poor living conditions of the remand inmates. CLS is conducting a study on the weaknesses of justice delivery within the RoL sector. The result will be shared with PLAD team for discussion on how to address justice delivery.
Ms. Ahmad commended the team for the effort in extending legal services to Janjanbureh Prison and in ensuring the voices of the inmates are heard using the PLAD.
ii. Update on Juveniles Detainees 
Mr. Taal stated that the hearings for the 4 juveniles cases with missing files was adjourned for Friday, 12 June@10:00am at the High Court. He also noted that there is a possibility the juveniles will be granted bail, or the cases will be discharged if the files are not found.

4. Action Points
	S/N
	Action Points
	Responsible Person
	Timeline 

	1
	Provide inputs/comments to the focal points criteria
	NALA, CLS, GBA & ADRS
	Tuesday, 16 June 2020

	2
	Share the criteria with the focal points in Farafeni 
	UNDP-RoL, NALA, CLS 
	Wednesday, 17 June 2020

	3
	Suggestions for the next community for the MLAC
	UNDP-RoL, NALA, GBA, CLS & ADRS
	Friday, 19 June 2020

	4
	Include GBA Prison focal point in the next meeting
	GBA, Salieu
	Friday, 19 June 2020



Next Meeting
Friday, 19 June 2020 @ 10:00am

                                                              ______________________
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