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MLAC/PLAD under COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
3 July 2020

	
No.
	
Participants 
	
Institutions
	
Email
	
Contact

	1
	Mr. Tamsir Jallow
	NALA
	sippadam@hotmail.com
	3537195

	2
	Mr. Johnny Njie
	GBA
	ajnjie@hotmail.co.uk
	2264002

	3
	Mr. Abdoulie Jobarteh
	CLS
	jobarteh8@yahoo.com
	2346427

	4
	Mr. Bakary Camara
	ADRS
	lbcamara06@gmail.com
	3510075

	5
	Mr. Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	6
	Ms. Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahzada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	7
	Ms. Shella N. Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3353523

	8
	Ms. Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314



Agenda 
1. The next location for the MLAC
2. AOB
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Action Points

1. The next location for the MLAC:
The next pilot MLAC within the Greater Banjul Area will be supported primarily by GBA, CLS and ADRS. Brikama, Igbo corner and London town were suggested as possible locations for the next MLAC. Mr. Johnny recommended Igbo corner and suggested that support should be limited to one location because of the population size and the limited number of volunteers from GBA to provide legal services. He also noted that this is a location where most youths are arrested on crimes related to drugs and theft. The youth are particularly in need of legal, mediation and social services. It was agreed, after discussion, that Igbo corner will be the next location for the MLAC. 
Mr. Njie noted that accessing Igbo corner during the rainy season can be very difficult due to flooding and suggested that the activities should be postponed to the dry season. Ms. Ahmad noted that the rainy season will not disrupt the implementation of activities since the team will remotely reach out to the community instead of traveling to the location.
Ms. Ahmad proposed July 27 or 28 as the tentative dates to start implementing the MLAC activities.  However, it was agreed that the team will start providing legal, mediation and social services immediately after the advertisements are aired, community focal points are identified and the billboard is erected.
2. AOB:
i. Issues arising from the MLAC/PLAD
Mr. Jobarteh stated that court dates for the bail applications of the 5 remanded inmates in Mile 2 are yet to be scheduled. Mr. Njie suggested that there is a need for a CLS representative to visit the court in person to ensure the date is assigned, if not the lack of a court date will persist. He also offered support from his office to facilitate CLS acquiring court dates. 
Mr. Jallow suggested that GBA and CLS should resolve civil cases referred through the MLAC noting NALA is overwhelmed with calls from Farafeni on issues related to civil matters. He also recommended that all criminal cases should be handled by NALA while CLS & GBA take up civil matters.
Mr. Njie noted that it will be difficult for lawyers within the GBA to represent clients on civil matters because this is an area where they are able to generate their incomes.  Ms. Ahmad noted that civil cases are not the priority of the MLAC. The UNDP RoL project focus is to provide legal support on criminal matters, mediation at the community level and social services. She stated that during consultative meetings with the representatives of NALA and GBA (Mr. Ceesay and Mr. Salieu) before the inception of the project implementation the team defined the areas of support for the MLAC/PLAD. She noted that the project would support the revision of the Legal Practitioners Act to encourage more private lawyers to provide pro-bono legal services. She referred Mr. Jallow to the Legal Aid Criteria and meeting minutes related to the MLAC and PLAD.  
3. Action Points
	S/N
	Action Points
	Responsible Person
	Timeline 

	1
	Share the script for the radio advertisement with GBA & CLS for inputs.
	Ms. Ngwa, UNDP-RoL
	6 July 2020

	2
	Share the SOP to guide the selection of the focal points
	UNDP-RoL
	6 July 2020

	3
	Identify community focal points from Igbo corner
	Mr. Njie, GBA
Mr. Jobarteh, CLS & Mr. Camara
	17 July 2020



Next Meeting
Friday, 10 July 2020 @ 10:00am

                                                              _____________________
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