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Rule of Law Sub Working Group on COVID-19
Meeting Minutes
	S/N
	Participants 
	Institutions
	Email
	Mobile Numbers

	1
	Andrea Broggi
	UNICEF
	abroggi@unicef.org
	2798719

	2
	Marianne George
	OHCHR
	mgeorge@ohchr.org
	3303973

	3
	Jesmin Aklima
	UNFPA
	jesmin@unfpa.org
	3303762

	4
	Fatima Sonko
	UNFPA
	sonko@unfpa.org
	3303227

	5
	Shahzada Ahmad (Chair)
	UNDP
	shahazada.ahmad@undp.org
	3303144

	6
	Shella Ngum Ngwa
	UNDP
	shella.ngwa@undp.org
	3535723

	7
	Georgina Riley
	UNDP
	georgina.riley@undp.org
	3353314


 16 June 2020


Agenda 
1. Activity Updates 
2. AOB

1. Activity Updates 
UNICEF: All juveniles in the Remand Wing have been granted bail including the 4 cases with missing files before the High Court, out of which 5 are still in custody. The Department of Social Welfare (DSW)) is working to reunite the juveniles with their families and it is expected that 3 of the juveniles will be reunited this week. 3 out of the convicted juveniles were granted a Presidential pardon, 1 is still in custody and may not be granted a pardon due to the degree of his offense.
OHCHR/UNAIDS: The TOR to contract a national consultant to conduct impact assessment on COVID-19 has been finalized. Ms. Sonko will share it with the RoL subgroup and the members of the socio-economic working group for widespread circulation and request potential candidates to expedite the process.  
UNFPA: UNFPA has received a concept note from the Police to support GBV survivors, which is under review. There are some activities that seem to be community policing, hence the final contribution of UNFPA to promote “Women-friendly Policing”, will be shared with UNDP to mitigate the overlapping of activities. UNFPA will also exchange with UNICEF once the revision is completed. This will also help to understand the division of labor and technical support provided by UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF for police in a coordinated manner.
[bookmark: _GoBack]UNDP: The Virtual Court started on Wednesday, 10 June 2020 and is ongoing with 2 to 3 hearings daily. The project is looking into the equipment provided to the TRRC by the UNDP-Transitional Justice project in terms of digitalizing and recording court sessions. This would help to reduce some of the causes of case backlog, such as the judges writing court proceedings during hearings. 
A meeting has been scheduled on Wednesday, 16 June @1:30pm with the Minister of Interior, the DG of the Prison Services, UNDP-RR, UNDP CTA and GCCI to discuss the allocation of land for a new Prison and a letter to GCCI to support the refurbishment of the kitchens and medical facilities in Jeshwang and Mile 2 Prisons. GAMWORKS has signed the Letter of Agreement to complete two dormitories and raise the low perimeter wall in Jeshwang Prison. They are expected to start civil works this week or next which should be completed within 4 to 5 months. The plumber to refurbish the sanitation facilities of the Remand Wing and Personnel Quarters at Mile 2 submitted a cost estimate that was out of the scope of works. The plumber is expected to resubmit the cost estimate this week. The PPE for the Police/Prison non-medical frontline officers has been delivered to the project. The Prison Service will receive 2500 face masks, 138 pairs of gloves while the Police Force will receive 2500 face masks, 137 pairs of gloves. The handing over ceremony has been scheduled for Wednesday, June 17 @2:20 at the UN House.  
2. AOB

i. Emerging Issues 
To clarify Ms. George question on emerging issues, Ms. Ahmad noted that it was suggested by Mr. Abroggi during the previous meeting that the RoL subgroup should start thinking of possible ways to respond to COVID-19 under the recovery phase. As she agreed that there is a need to start thinking of emerging issues as we transition towards recovery from emergency.
 
ii. COVID-19 Pillar
Ms. Aklima noted that UNFPA has received two separate emails stating that the Rule of Law is no longer a standalone pillar. UNFPA intends to classify shelter, medical services and case management under protection which may be placed under the social services pillar and to classify trainings, capacity development, Police Gender and Child Protection Unit, referral cases under the socio-economic pillar. Ms. Ahmad confirmed that she received an email from Mr. Abdullah stating the health, humanitarian and the socio-economic pillars are there, but it is not clear where the rule of law stands under these pillars. She suggested that the issue is clarified in the Wednesday meeting with the larger COVID-19 group and will update the RoL subgroup. Ms. Ahmad also noted that the RoL subgroup will continue to convene regardless.

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, 30 June 2020 @ 11:00

________________________
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